Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

enterprises for their day. But the canal has
disappeared, the famous old railroad is nothing
but a memory, and these hollow structures of
stone remain as mute witnesses of the fallibility
of human calculations and the certainty of that
change which is the seed of all progress and which
is continually building on the ruins of the best
efforts of men better things than those of which
they drearn. Huge trees may be seen on the
tops of some of these old furnaces and around
their bases the forest leaves have buried frag-
ments of pig iron, which precious as it was, had
to be left behind in the rapid march of progress,

COAL CAUSED VALLEY DEVELOPMENT

About 1860 coke was regularly used as fuel in
the Clinton furnace at Pittsburg, and within a
few years it proved so efficient that all other
fuels were practically eliminated except for mak-
ing special grades of iron. When I first became
interested in the furnace business, all the stacks
in the Mahonlng Valley, as well as those la
Hocking Valley, at Canal Dover and at several
other points in Ohio, were using raw coal. It
was to a rich deposit of black-band ore found
underneath the coal at Mineral Ridge, near
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